Geddes's admirable paper in the sixth volume of the Transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta, and of some excellent cases to be found in other works, I know of no publication in which a philosophical examination of the subject is attempted ; or in which the published information at all corresponds to that of our countrymen, who have had sufficient experience to form a judgment for themselves of the progress and proper mode of treatment. How erroneous would the diagnosis be, of one, who would take his opinions from Baron Larrey, and see no risk except from delay in plunging his knife into the sac; * or from the proportion of successful cases scattered through journals and transactions, the unsuccessful ones too often remaining unpublished. How vague and unfounded Thigh easy, and nearly of its natural size; knee swelled and painful, and skin smooth and glistening. 21st, Stools usually slimy, whitish, streaked with blood and some green bile. The pulse continues quick; slept well last night; and this morning passed without pain a copious stool, apparently entirely composed of purulent matter. He has been taking since the 15th small doses of calomel and ipecacuan morning and evening, and infusion of ipecacuan in enemas, and by the mouth.
On the 22d, had four natural stools without any mixture of matter, and on the 24th, passed a stool of a pint and a half of pure purulent matter; sweats during the night. On the 25th, two natural stools without any purulent matter. A counter-opening was made in the situation of the original one in the thigh. He sweats constantly, and looks worse; takes no medicine, and has a pint of wine daily, and an anodyne morning and evening.
On the 26th, had a stool composed of purulent matter, others natural ; had not been disturbed all night.
28th, Discharge from both openings in the thigh free, serous, without purulent matter or fetor; four stools, two of them of natural appearance, except being thin, the others consisted of six or eight ounces of pure purulent matter ; and on the 27th, the stools were streaked with blood, and, being griped, he had salts, during the operation of which he passed considerable quantities of purulent matter. On the 12th April, after an uneasy night, had stools mixed with matter, blood and sanies, having been previously free from griping, and no purulent matter was noticed in the stools. Had oil, and passed natural stools. On the 14th, they were dark and bilious, and on the loth, natural. The knee is very painful, swollen, red, and tender, and the irritation caused by it is very great. Fever There was no trace of communication with the pelvis, nor did any of the bones about these parts appear to be diseased.
On cutting into the knee-joint at the anterior part, and raising the patella, the joint was found to contain a quantity of bloody grumous matter, extremely offensive, and communicated by a large opening with the parts in the ham, which were in a state of putrefaction ; the crucial ligaments of the joint were destroyed, and the cartilage of the condyles of the femur and the head of the tibia was absorbed, except a small portion at the outer edge of each bone; the cartilage of the patella was soft and pulpy, and absorption of a part from the outer edge had taken place ; a considerable portion of the back part of the condyles of the femur, and of the head of the tibia were also destroyed. 
